
Love Your Neighbor 

Opening (10 minutes) 

 “Is it right to help someone in need?” The answer is obviously, ‘yes’. This is an act of love to a neighbor. 

What does it mean to love someone, and what is the list of people we should show love to? 

Is it what we do that makes us right with God, or is what we do a result of a new heart, a fruit of the Spirit? 

In today’s teaching (a parable) Jesus is drawing a strong contrast between those who knew the law and those who 

actually followed the law in their lifestyle and conduct. We are to show compassion and love for those we encounter in 

our everyday activities. We are to love others regardless of their race or religion; the criterion is need. If they need and 

we have the supply then we are to give generously and freely, without expectation of return. 

Worship (5 Minutes) 

Watch: “Give Me Your Eyes” 

Reading (5-10 minutes) 
(During the reading, small children can color picture.) 

Luke 10:25-37: Parable of the Good Samaritan. 

Family Discussion Points (15 minutes) 
(Choose one or all of these items to discuss within the family.) 

• Does your household show love to one another? Have members share how we show love to one another, 

especially in times of need. 

• Do you show love to those outside your household? Discuss what has and could be done. 

• If our neighbor includes anyone in need we encounter, what does that mean for those that are ‘hard to love’? 

Think of a group of people that are hard to love or have different views than you, are they your neighbors? 

• The parable was about someone in physical need, are there other needs people you encounter have? 

• According to this teaching, discuss Jesus’ view of knowing the law versus living by it? 

• Did Jesus affirm or correct the lawyers answer to Jesus’ question? What does it mean to keep the 

commandment to love God? Why did the lawyer want to qualify who was his neighbor? 

• If a commandment is impossible to keep fully, should we just give up and abandon the commandment? 

Prayer 

“Father, the parable of the Good Samaritan reminds me that sometimes I seek to justify my own selfishness. I know it is 

my heart that you seek, and the acts of love and mercy that should flow freely out of my heart. Forgive me, Lord, for my 

selfishness. Forgive me for excusing myself. And let your flame of love and mercy flare up afresh in my heart and 

consume my selfish tendencies. I pray this as a disciple -- in Jesus' name. Amen.” 

Home Time 

• For smaller children, have them help make a baked-good and take it over to your neighbor. 

• Is there a chore or act of service you could do for a ‘neighbor’? 

  



 


